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GOING PLACES IN ARKANSAS 
By Frances Potter Neal 


Executive Secretary and Librarian 


Arkansans have always been trav- 
elers. Our state song is the “Arkansas 
Traveler”. Traveling by bus to visit 
libraries in Arkansas can give one in- 
spiration and information as well as 
pleasure. This was proven last spring 
when thirty-six Arkansas trustees 
and librarians made a three-day tour 
of libraries in eastern Arkansas by 
chartered bus. 


The Arkansas Library Commission 
sponsored a tour of libraries in Ark- 
ansas in the spring of 1953, instead of 
having the usual spring meetings. 
The tour was planned for county, 
regional and public librarians and 
trustees in order that they might 
come to know each other and to un- 
derstand and to seek ways to solve 
library problems. School and college 
libraries were visited in several towns 
in addition to county, regional and 
public libraries. As one tourist said, 
“the tour was fun for the visited as 
well as for the visitor”. At each li- 
brary, trustees and friends of the 
library greeted the visiting librarians 
and trustees. There was a sharing of 
ideas about improving the library 
program in Arkansas. 


Arrangements for the tour were 
made by the staff of the Arkansas 
Library Commission. Several bus 
lines were consulted regarding prices 
and accommodations for a tour of 
three days in eastern Arkansas. The 
tour began in Little Rock on Monday, 
May 11. The cost of transportation 
was approximately $8.00 per person. 
Room for two nights and meals for 
three days brought the total expenses 
to approximately $25.00. Thirty min- 
utes was allotted for the visit to each 
library on the tour. In some towns 
several libraries were visited. Li- 
braries were visited at night after 
dinner as well as during the day. 
One of the rules of the tour was that 
seat-mates must be changed after 


each stop. This was a helpful idea 
because it gave everyone a chance to 
know each other. Time spent visit- 
ing with each other on the bus was 
as much fun as anything we did. 


Local library boards were given the 
opportunity to entertain the visitors. 
Excellent publicity was given to the 
visiting group in every town. Often 
the mayor, the county judge and 
other city and county officials were 
at the library to greet the touring 
librarians and trustees. Arrange- 
ments for meals and lodging were 
made by local committees in the 
towns where we visited. Eleven 
county and regional libraries were 
visited. Additional stops were made 
at several public libraries, school and 
college libraries. 


At the beginning of the trip a re- 
porter was appointed to gather notes 
from all the tourists to be incorporat- 
ed in a newsletter describing the tour. 
The newsletter was distributed later 
to all members of the Arkansas Li- 
brary Association. A similar tour 
was taken October 25-27, 1953, to the 
libraries in northern Arkansas. A 
third tour was taken March 15, 16 
and 17, 1954, to southwestern Ark- 
ansas. 


The preparation which the local li- 
braries make for the visit of the tour- 
ists, the exchange of ideas between 
the visiting and the visited, the asso- 
ciation with each other on the bus, 
at the hotels and tourist courts and 
at meals has been good for Arkansas 
librarians and trustees. We do not 
think that there is any finer way to 
know the library situation in your 
state, than to take a tour by chartered 
bus. Everyone came home with a 
new plan for better library service 
at home. 


In June we hope to have a char- 
tered bus for at least twenty-five 
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Arkansas trustees and librarians to 
attend the annual meeting of the 
American Library Association in 
Minneapolis. The “Arkansas Travel- 
ers” will leave Little Rock early in 
the morning of June 16 going by way 
of St. Louis, Jacksonville, Illinois, and 
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Chicago to Minneapolis. Return trip 
will be made by way of Kansas City 
and Springfield, Missouri, arriving in 
Little Rock in the evening of June 27. 
Estimated expense for the trip is 
$150, including $30 for round trip 
transportation. 


ARKANSAS PLANS TO EXPAND AND IMPROVE 
HER LIBRARY SERVICE 


A SUMMARY OF THE STATE PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT 
By Hazel Deal! 


Editor’s Note: For this resume of the Planning Committee’s 


progress, we are indebted to Mrs. Deal as chairman. 


Her 


findings on the recent population trends in Arkansas are 
given in the article which follows the committee report. 
Survey reports of other Planning Committee members have 
been included in condensation. 


STATE PLANNING COMMITTEE 


REPORT FOR 1952-1953 


At the 30th Annual Conference of 
the Arkansas Library Association— 
October, 1952—the Executive Board 
appointed a committee to be known 
as the Planning Committee. The 
members of the committee were: 


Mrs. Catherine Chew, librarian of 
Little Rock Public Library; 


Miss Lucille Slater, librarian of 
Union County Library; and 


Mrs. Hazel H. Deal, librarian of 
Washington County Library. 


Permission was given to add other 
members as the group deemed nec- 
essary. An organizational meeting 
was held during the conference and 
Mrs. Deal was elected chairman. The 
following were asked to serve on the 
committee: 


Mr. Marvin A. Miller, director of 
libraries, University of Arkansas; 


Mrs. Frances Neal, librarian and 
executive secretary of the Ark- 
ansas Library Commission; 


Miss Mary Sue Shepherd, president 
of the Arkansas Library Associa- 
tion; 


Miss Marcella Grider, instructor in 
Library Science, University of 
Arkansas; and 


Mrs. Merlin Moore, chairman of 
Arkansas Library Commission 
Board. 


On February 13-14, 1953, a two-day 
session was held in the offices of the 
Commission in Little Rock. At this 
time the group decided upon their 
objectives, a plan of procedure and a 
division of duties. 


Objectives 


To determine how well existing li- 
brary services in Arkansas compare 
with such services in other states, 
with the standards of the American 
Library Association and with nation- 
al averages. 


1Mrs. Deal is librarian, Washington County Library, Fayetteville. 








To determine what type of library 
service is wanted in Arkansas and if 
this type is best suited to our partic- 
ular needs. 


To determine the ability of Ark- 
ansas to pay for this service and how 
it can be done. 


Procedure 


To make a survey of existing li- 
brary resources and services in Ark- 
ansas. 


To make an evaluation of the find- 
ings, preferably in consultation with 
a specialist in the field. 


To determine the type of library 
service that our state needs and can 
pay for. 


To make recommendations for a 
basic plan of development toward 
this goal. 


Beginning with the first step in the 
procedure, the members of the com- 
mittee were assigned certain areas 
for survey as follows: Mrs. Chew, 
public libraries not receiving state 
aid; Miss Slater, county and regional 
libraries; Mr. Miller, college and uni- 
versity libraries; Mrs. Neal, the Ark- 
ansas Library Commission; Miss Gri- 
der, teacher-librarian training agen- 
cies; Miss Shepherd, the Arkansas Li- 
brary Association and Mrs. Deal, the 
economic and sociological factors of 
the state. 


Each member set to work in an 
earnest endeavor to gather informa- 
tion on our existing service, to study 
such services outside our state and to 
consult with authorities in the field. 
Correspondence was begun with Miss 
S. Janice Kee, executive secretary of 
the American Library Association, 
Public Library Division. The state 
plans of some eight to ten other states 
were secured and studied by each 
member. During the Mid-winter 
meeting of the American Library As- 
sociation Mrs. Deal, Miss Shepherd 
and Mrs. Moore conferred with Miss 
Kee and with Mrs. Gretchen Schenck 
on our problems, and both expressed 
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much interest and willingness to give 
advice and aid in our work. Plans 
were made for Miss Kee to visit Ark- 
ansas in the spring and work with the 
committee. Several members of the 
committee visited nearby state agen- 
cies and discussed state planning with 
state librarians and leaders in state 
library planning. Among those vis- 
ited were the Missouri State Library 
at Jefferson City, Missouri, the Geor- 
gia State Library at Atlanta, the Lou- 
isiana State Library at Baton Rouge. 
There has been correspondence with 
the Texas State Library and the Mis- 
sissippi State Library, and with some 
outstanding libraries elsewhere. 


Within the state questionnaires 
and visits to libraries were under- 
taken, and there was much delving 
into records already compiled in an 
effort to learn exactly what library 
service does exist in our state. There 
were also conferences with economic 
and sociology experts to secure data 
on the population trends and char- 
acteristics and the financial structure 
of Arkansas. 


A third and final meeting of the 
committee was held in Fayetteville 
in May when Miss Kee met with the 
group. It is noteworthy that all mem- 
bers of the committee attended all 
meetings during the year and this 
at their own expense. Also note- 
worthy is the full participation of 
the members and the large amount of 
valuable information they have ac- 
cumulated. 


HOW ARKANSAS LIBRARIES ARE 
AFFECTED BY RECENT POPULA- 
TION TRENDS IN THE STATE, 
AND OTHER FACTORS 


Studies have shown that the read- 
ing habits of people vary with age, 
with education, with race and to some 
extent with economic and _ social 
status. As the composition of the 
population changes with respect to 
these social, cultural, economic and 
geographic characteristics, so too, the 
services offered by the library will 
change. 
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The purpose of this introductory 
statement is to present a brief analy- 
sis of the trends of the geographical 
distribution and of the composition of 
the population in the state. 


Since 1890 there has been a steady 
decrease in the growth of the popu- 
lation, and in 1950 for the first time 
Arkansas had a loss in population 
(2.0 percent). The total figure is now 
1,909,511. 


There is a definite trend from rural 
to urban since 1910. In the last 40 
years urban centers have increased 
from 15 to 64. The ratio now stands 
at 33 percent for urban and 67 per- 
cent rural. There are 65 centers with 
from 1,000 to 2,500 and 298 under 
1,000. Only one area has a popula- 
tion of more than 100,000, and it is 
interesting to note that the cities of 
10,000 to 25,000 are fairly well scat- 
tered over the state, with the great- 
est concentration in the central belt 
and the area without such a city in 
the southeast corner of the state. In 
1900 the urban population was 8.5 
and rural 91.5. In 1940 urban was 
32.3 and rural 67.7. 


It is well known that there is a 
difference in the reading preference 
of white and non-white peoples. 
Hence, if the racial composition shifts 
considerably it necessitates a change 
in the book selection of the library. 
Another point to note is that a higher 
proportion of the non-white popula- 
tion falls below the minimum level of 
education which will enable them to 
be patrons of a library. In 1950 Ark- 
ansas figures show white 77.6 percent 
and non-white 22.4 percent. In 1940 
the percentages were 75.3 for white 
and 24.7 for non-white, which indi- 
cates a loss in the non-white group. 
It is to be noted that the largest num- 
ber of non-whites are located in the 
eastern part of the state in the cotton- 
growing areas. 


School children are among the most 
frequent users of the services offered 
by the library. The interests of the 
young readers differ considerably 
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from the interests of the older read- 
ers. And there is a difference in the 
interest between boys and girls and 
between men and women. In Ark- 
ansas there are 32 percent under the 
age of 14 and 15.5 percent between 
15-24, 74 percent under 45 years of 
age and 7.8 percent over 65. From 
the standpoint of library service, con- 
sideration should be given to the 
needs and tastes of school children, 
since these represent a high propor- 
tion of the total patronage. 


Before a demand for library ser- 
vice can develop, the people in the 
areas must be able to read. Four 
years of schooling is generally the 
educational equivalent of this mini- 
mum reading ability. There is a 
close association between the devel- 
opment o: library services and the 
median grade completed by the peo- 
ple in the area. In Arkansas the 
median school years completed by all 
persons 25 years old and over is 8.3 
years. There is a great difference 
between the white and non-white 
and between the urban and rural. 
The median school years completed 
by the white persons is 8.7 and the 
non-white 5.6 years. The median for 
urban areas is 9.7 and rural 7.5. 


There is also a direct relationship 
between the use of the library ser- 
vices and the economic level of the 
people. They must have leisure time 
to read and they must be able to sup- 
port library services. Arkansas has 
always lagged behind in economic 
level as compared to the national 
averages. The median income in the 
state is $1,315, as of 1950. 65.7 percent 
of the people have an income under 
$2,000. The total percentage of work- 
ers is 48.5, with 76.7 of these male 
and 21.1 female. They are employed 
as follows: 


1. Agriculture, 35.3 percent 

. Construction, 6.8 

. Manufacturing, 13.8 

. Transportation & Utilities, 5.8 
. Wholesale and retail, 15.8 

. Personal services, 6.6 
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7. Professional and related, 6.9 
8. Public administration, 2.7 
9. Other, 3.6 


This indicates that the state is pre- 
dominently agricultural, with the 
next largest groups in wholesale and 
retail businesses and in manufactur- 
ing. 

Some miscellaneous information 
shows that the median age in the state 
is 26.9. 


1. The percent of native born is 
99.2, naturalized .5 and alien .2. 


wo 


. The population shows a ratio of 
100 females for every 99.3 males. 


3. The school enrollment is 53.1 per- 
cent of the total population. 


4. Unemployment in the state is 
2.3 of the total working popula- 
tion. 


Of particular concern to libraries: 


1. The population of Arkansas may 
have reached its peak. 


2. Urban population has been gain- 
ing in importance, with farm 
population declining. 


3. The non-white population is con- 
centrated in the eastern section 
of the state. 


4. There is a great educational dif- 
ferential between the two major 
racial groups and between the 
urban and rural areas. Farm 
people have the lowest level of 
living. 


5. Counties with urban concentra- 
tion have the highest level of liv- 
ing among farm people. 


At the present time forty-nine 
counties in Arkansas have county or 
regional libraries in operation, while 
twenty-six counties are without li- 
braries. Tax support has been voted 
for libraries in thirty-four counties. 
In the November, 1952 elections, four 
new counties voted a one-mill tax for 
the support of a county library when 
as yet they had none. 


ARKANSAS LIBRARIES 


Here are some additional statistics 
on the county and regional libraries 
in Arkansas: 


There are 27 one-county organized 
units; 5 two-county organized 
units; 1 three-county organized 
unit; 2 four-county organized 
units. 


There are approximately 90 branch 
libraries in the state; approxi- 
mately 325 station deposits. 


Volumes per capita in the county 
and regional libraries range from 
1.07 to 0.4. 


Expenditures per capita range from 
.74 to .11. 


Circulation per capita ranges from 
5.03 to .87. 


Number of hours the county and 
regional libraries are open varies 
from 54 to 30. 


15 head librarians of county and 
regional libraries have their li- 
brary science degrees, and others 
are working toward that goal. 


11 libraries have assistants with 
some library science training. 


Salaries of head librarians in coun- 
ty and regional libraries range 
from $4000 to $1800. 


For the biennium 1951-1953, twen- 
ty-five city and community libraries 
not receiving state aid funds submit- 
ted reports to the Arkansas Library 
Commission on the U. S. Office of 
Education’s “Public Library Statisti- 
cal Report” form. Located in twenty 
different counties, some of these 
smaller libraries give county-wide 
as well as city-wide service. Also 
there are four counties which have 
libraries operating from time to time 
which did not submit reports. 


Of the twenty-five city and com- 
munity libraries, five are in five 
counties with county libraries receiv- 
ing state aid. They have no connec- 
tion with the county libraries now, 
although two have had at some time. 
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In one of the five counties, an addi- 
tional city library is the location of 
the county library and works with 
the county library by contract. 


Some of the libraries in the group 
are among the oldest libraries in Ark- 
ansas, several having been established 
in the early 1900’s. Othere were 
started in the days of the WPA Li- 
brary Service Project and have been 
continued with limited support from 
the community. Still others have 
been organized recently and are prob- 
ably depending largely on loans from 
the State Library Commission for 
books. Also, it is apparent that each 
year some of the small city libraries 
are being absorbed into the state aid 
program. 


From the figures it can be clearly 
seen that in these libraries the rela- 
tion between finances and _ books, 
staff and circulation is very close. 
The more money, the better the ser- 
vice. Fortunately, some of the li- 
braries, while not receiving state aid, 
have the one-mill special library tax. 


These libraries present a two-fold 
problem: (1) What is the best rela- 
tionship between city and county li- 
braries? Must it necessarily be the 
same in every case? (2) What will 
contribute most to the growth of the 
small municipal library? 


A continued study of these libraries 
is recommended. It should be recog- 
nized that these libraries and libra- 
rians are highly regarded by their 
communities, that they have been 
doing a great service to the communi- 
ty against severe odds, and that, in 
the long run, the problem is a finan- 
cial one. 


In Arkansas’ colleges and universi- 
ties the total combined resources as 
of June 30, 1953, were reported to be 
803,234 volumes. These figures ap- 
pear to equal, or possibly somewhat 
surpass, those of all county and pub- 
lic libraries in the state. However, 
since these resources have been gath- 
ered for the specific purpose of serv- 
ing the needs of the students, facul- 
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ties and staffs of the various institu- 
tions, they must remain minor in 
nature insofar as the total public 
service picture for the state is con- 
cerned. 


It is true that most of the libraries, 
especially those of state supported in- 
stitutions, report that they give ser- 
vice to the public of the given com- 
munities in various ways. Such, 
however, is incidental and does not 
reduce the need for adequate public 
facilities in these communities. One 
service which the institutional library 
can give, and which presumably is 
being given, is allowing the public to 
have the use of the unusual type of 
material which the public or county 
library would not ordinarily pur- 
chase, and to lend such material by 
means of inter-library loan on a 
regional or state-wide basis. Total 
expenditures of the state’s colleges 
and universities for books, periodicals 
and bindings for the fiscal year 1952- 
53 amounted to $165,137.53. 


Report from Training Agencies 


Library science courses offered 
within the state: 


Arkansas Agricultural and _ hours 


Mechanical College 19 
Arkansas College 6 
Arkansas State College 18 


Arkansas Polytechnic College 6 
Arkansas State 


Teachers College 18 
Arkansas. University 18 
College of the Ozarks 5 
Henderson State 

Teachers College __..___________.15 


Hendrix College 
Southern College 
Ouachita College 4 


Instructors from most of the train- 
ing agencies have had a number of 
meetings to discuss courses and effec- 
tive library training. 





10 


ARKANSAS LIBRARIES 


IN MEMORIAM 


Judge R. P. Strozier 


R. P. Strozier early in his life 
taught in the rural schools, and then 
later was pauper commissioner for 
Sebastian county, and the needs of 
the rural people were always fore- 
most in his interest. He felt that ed- 
ucation was most important to them. 
During the many years that Judge 
Strozier was in office, he did many 
things including organization of the 
Sebastian County Library. The first 
project was the purchase of a panel 
truck which was converted into a 
small bookmobile. The quorum 
courts of North and South Sebastian 
counties, at his recommendation, ap- 
propriated money for operation of a 
library. He assisted in securing the 
one-mill library tax passed in South 
Sebastian County in 1948. Through 
his keen interest in the library, the 
people out in the county became con- 


scious of its advantages and interest 
was created. 


Miss Gladys Allison 


Miss Allison, a graduate of Drake 
University in 1913, attended New 
York State Library School at Albany. 
Her first library position was as chil- 
dren’s librarian in the Houston Public 
Library. After serving as head libra- 
rian at San Marcos Teachers’ College, 
and assistant librarian at the Univer- 
sity of Texas, she came to Arkansas, 
where she was librarian in 1928 with 
the State Department of Education. 
(Its Free Library Service Bureau, an- 
cestor of the Commission, had been 
established in 1926.) Miss Allison 
afterwards did library extension work 
in Illinois, and was librarian for 
twenty years at River Forest, just 
outside of Chicago, where she had the 
satisfaction of planning for a new 
building which did become a reality. 


PIGGOTT PUBLIC LIBRARY 
By Ruth Gwin! 


Our Public Library has taken on a 
“NEW LOOK” over a period of the 
past several months—thanks to the 
different women’s organizations of 
Piggott. The Book Club, which orig- 
inated twelve years ago, as an aide to 
the library, is made up of thirty-five 
to fifty members. They hold monthly 
meetings at the library, with variety 
programs consisting of book reviews, 
dramatic skits, and sometimes the 
added attraction of covered-dish 
luncheons, etc. The club dues are 
used to purchase books, which are 
placed at first on the club’s special 
shelf and later are released to the 
public. Once a year they have a rum- 
mage sale, card party or pantry sale 
to further their funds, so that they 


may aid in the upkeep of the librarv. 
This year they had the framework of 
the exterior of the building painted. 


The Garden Club, the newest wom- 
en’s club in town, uses the library as 
a meeting place for its monthly meei- 
ings. During 1953 the club has added 
trees and shrubs to the lawn and is 
in charge of the trimming of trees and 
shrubs. Committees are appointed 
monthly to maintain flower arrange- 
ments for the tables and mantle. 


The Woman’s Civic Club members 
were the founders of the Piggott Li- 
brary and are its co-sponsors. Each 
year they make donations to be used 
for the purchase of books or other 


1 Miss Gwin is librarian of Piggott Public Library. 
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needs of the library. This past year 
they purchased venetian blinds for 
the building. 


A committee from the three clubs 
decorated the library for the 1953 
Christmas holidays. They gathered 
leaves, burrs, cones, dried vegetables, 
gourds and cotton burs, which they 
painted and glistened, and with them 
made lovely arrangements, adding 
evergreens and Christmas balls, ac- 
complishing much with the simple 
things at hand. Never has the library 
been so lovely. Several hundred per- 
sons came to see the beautiful decora- 
tions. One day was set aside for the 
school children who came with their 
teachers to enjoy the library and to 
get ideas for decorations. 
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Mrs. E. H. Ballard sent her little 
old-fashioned organ down so that we 
could have music for the meetings of 
the three clubs that had their Christ- 
mas programs at the library. 


Another nice addition is a large 
glass showcase which houses our col- 
lection of Arkansas minerals and 
relics. This was furnished by the 
president of the Piggott Bank, whose 
hobby is Arkansas and its resources. 


Mr. Leslie Biffle, former secretary 
of the U. S. Senate, still sends us 
many nice things. He is a native of 
Piggott, and has sent us hundreds of 
priceless books, besides many other 
entertaining articles. 


FROM MY VANTAGE POINT 
By Bessie B. Moore! 


Yes, other states have librarians 
and trustees, too! You see, I know 
because I have just recently been to 
Hartford, Connecticut, where I was 
a speaker at a dinner for librarians 
and trustees at Trinity College in 
Hartford. It was a very delightful 
experience. I had gone to Washing- 
ton to a conference called by the As- 
sociation for United Nations. The 
subject was the responsibility of the 
United States for world leadership. 
This was truly a wonderful confer- 
ence. The American Library Associa- 
tion was represented by Miss Julia 
Bennett. This was a conference to 
which more than a hundred national 
organizations sent representatives, 
with the hope that more work can 
be done on a local level to give in- 
formation to people about the United 
Nations. 


It was suggested in each of the 
conferences that our libraries be used 
as public information centers, to be 


certain that there are plenty of ma- 
terials adequately displayed about the 
United Nations and its work in order 
that people may become intelligently 
informed. This is especially true of 
information which could be used by 
groups in programs and in other ac- 
tivities. I assured the group that 
Arkansas libraries would cooperate 
because I know you have cooperated 
in times past and that you would 
welcome the opportunity for your 
library to be used as an information 
center for materials about United 
Nations. 


In April there will be a drive for 
memberships in the Association for 
United Nations. It may interest you 
to know that in America we have 
only forty thousand members of this 
Association, whereas a similar asso- 
ciation in Holland has more than 
eight hundred thousand members. 
When I was discussing this with Mrs. 
Neal, she made the remark that this 


1 Mrs. Merlin M. Moore is chairman of the Arkansas Library Commission Board. 





12 


was because the other nations can 
smell gun powder and that their fields 
have been irrigated many times with 
blood, whereas war has never touched 
us as completely. 

I am heading this work for Arkan- 
sas, and I hope that you will get in 
touch with me to find out what the 
plans for these information centers 
are. In any case, I shall be writing 
the librarians later on about this. 
Back to the library meeting in Hart- 
ford: After the dinner meeting I 
stayed over on Saturday, and Mr. 
Robert Ake, who is the assistant to 
Miss Helen Ridgeway, head of the 
Connecticut Library Program, took 
me to a very excellent open house 
which was conducted by the Friends 
of the Library groups in Farmington, 
Connecticut. The Farmington Li- 
brary is a beautiful old library given 
to the city by one of its wealthy resi- 
dents; it has been there many years 
and does an excellent job. It, how- 
ever, has very little financial support 
and it must therefore accept aid from 
the Friends of the Library. 

Each year they have an annual 
open house with a program in which 
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they attempt to interpret the library 
to the community. This time the 
topic was FARMINGTON GOES 
ABROAD. There was a travel tea 
with hostesses in costume. Travel 
quizzes with prizes for young and old, 
and pictures of famous places in for- 
eign lands, exhibits from foreign 
lands, posters, guidebooks and maps 
were featured. Not only the people 
in the community attended, but peo- 
ple from many adjoining communities 
and cities look forward each year to 
attending these Friends of the Li- 
brary programs which many libraries 
in Connecticut have. The Friends of 
the Library also gets out a very at- 
tractive mimeographed sheet called 
BOOK ENDS. It is published twice 
a year about Friends of the Farming- 
ton Village Library. In fact, there 
just isn’t anything they are doing 
that couldn’t be done in Arkansas, 
and with just as good results. I talked 
with both the librarian and the pres- 
ident of the board, and each one was 
enthusiastic about the fine job of pub- 
lic relations that the Friends of the 
Library does. 


BOOKS FOR YOU 


Schaff, Philip. New Schaff-Herzog 
Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge, 
embracing biblical, historical, doc- 
trinal and practical theology and bib- 
lical, theological and ecclesiastical 
biography, from the earliest times. 
Baker Book House, 1949-50. 13v. In 
Winchell’s Guide to Reference Books, 
7th edition, this encyclopedia is rec- 
ommended as being “one of the most 
important reference books on its sub- 
ject in English. The encyclopedia is 
available for reference service to 
county, regional and public libraries 
from the Arkansas Library Commis- 
sion. 


Hawkins, Reginald Robert. Scien- 
tific, Medical and Technical Books 


published in the United States of 
America, 1930-1944. Bowker, 1946. 
With supplements for 1945-1948 and 
1950-1952. According to Winchell, this 
bibliography which (through two 
supplements) has now been compiled 
through 1952, is “a carefully chosen 
list of some 6,000 titles with tables of 
contents and descriptive and eval- 
uative annotations. A compilation 
which is very useful as an aid in the 
selection of scientific and technical 
works or for information about par- 
ticular titles. Includes college text- 
books but usually omits secondary 
school textbooks; omits publications 
of state governments.” The Commis- 
sion has purchased these Hawkins 
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bibliographies in order to be better 
able to serve you. 


Schenk, Gretchen K. County and 
Regional Library Development. Am- 
erican Library Association, 1954. 
$5.25. Discusses the administration 
and operation of county and regional 
libraries, the basis for large unit li- 
braries, their place in the community 
and their relation to local govern- 
ment. Tells how to conduct cam- 
paigns for the establishment of these 
library systems and points out dan- 
gers to avoid, based on past expe- 
riences. Contains excellent chapters 
on bookmobile and special services, 
personnel, and public relations. A 
well-known authority on library ex- 
tension, Mrs. Schenck writes with a 
wide scope of grassroots experience. 


Asheim, Lester, ed. The Core of 
Education for Librarianship; a report 
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of a Workshop held under the aus- 
pices of the Graduate Library School 
of the University of Chicago, August 
10-15, 1953. American Library Asso- 
ciation, 1954. $1.50. (Mrs. Louis Dun- 
away, assistant librarian at Arkansas 
State Teachers College, Conway, and 
Miss Marcella Grider, instructor in 
library science at the University of 
Arkansas, Fayetteville, participated 
in the workshop conferences.) Dis- 
cusses the importance of a single 
central core of information and 
knowledge to librarianship as a pro- 
fession. Describes, as a suggested 
framework, the areas of a core pro- 
gram: The Library in Society, Pro- 
fessionalism, Materials, Services, Ad- 
ministration, Communication, and Re- 
search. Appendixes include areas of 
core curriculums recommended by 
individual Workshop committees; and 
characteristics of professional libra- 
rianship. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON U. S. GOVERNMENT 


Junior and senior high school stu- 
dents will find the answers to more 
than 1,000 pertinent and provocative 
questions about their government and 
how it operates in Our American 
Government, a 35c paper-bound pop- 
ular text just published by Bantam 
Books, New York City 26. A special 
Teacher’s Guide is available without 
charge. Written by Congressman 
Wright Patman, the 320-page book 


offers an array of information that 
will fascinate Civics and American 
Government classes and_ teachers. 
The publishers have provided 17 spe- 
cial explanatory charts designed for 
use with an opaque projector. These 
charts are also available as 2x2 slides, 
supplied at cost. The books are avail- 
able in classroom quantities at special 
educational discounts. 
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HALSEY W. WILSON DIES AT 85 
By Marie D. Loizeaux! 


Halsey W. Wilson, beloved founder 
of The H. W. Wilson Company of 
New York, died peacefully in his 
sleep on Monday morning, March 1, 
1954, at his home in Croton Heights, 
Westchester County, New York, after 
an illness of several months. Funeral 
services at North Presbyterian 
Church, 525 West 155th Street, New 
York, on March 3, were attended by 
hundreds of Wilson staff members, 
librarians, publishers, and _ other 
friends. Interment was private. The 
Company was closed March 3 in his 
honor. 


Internationally renowned as a bib- 
liographer, Halsey William Wilson 
was the founder and chairman of the 
board of the world’s largest refer- 
ence publishing house, the 56-year- 
old H. W. Wilson Company of New 
York, publishers of more than 20 
major indexing and reference ser- 
vices acclaimed as indispensable to 
research and scholarship in libraries 
the world over. Best known, perhaps, 
of the Company’s publications, are 
the Cumulative Book Index and the 
Readers’ Digest to Periodical Litera- 
ture. 


On the fiftieth anniversary of the 
Company’s founding in 1948, the 
American Library Association salut- 
ed it as “the most important biblio- 
graphical enterprise ever conceived 
and brought to fruition by any one 
man.” And the SATURDAY RE- 
VIEW commented: “The name H. W. 
Wilson is to bibliography what Web- 
ster is to dictionaries, Bartlett to quo- 
tations.” A leading educator wrote 
that it would be difficult if not im- 
possible to imagine what modern 
scholarship or librarianship would be 
like without the Wilson publications. 
And Paul North Rice, then president 
of the American Library Association, 
conveyed the appreciation of all li- 


brarians when he wrote: “It is really 
incredible that one man could do so 
much. We take your various indexes 
and bibliographies for granted, but 
when we think of what American 
libraries would do without them, we 
realize that it is not exaggeration to 
say that you have done more for li- 
braries than any other living man.” 


One of Mr. Wilson’s keys to suc- 
cess in providing library services was 
his willingness to heed the requests 
and consider the problems of the li- 
braries themselves. Every publica- 
tion of the Wilson Company has been 
the outgrowth of a definite need in 
libraries, and in attempting to meet 
the need, advice of the librarians has 
been widely sought. Cooperation was 
indeed the cornerstone of all Mr. Wil- 
son’s work. 


In addition to his services to re- 
search, H. W. Wilson made several 
unique contributions to the field of 
publishing. One of the most notable 
is the plan he originated for saving 
and interfiling type for the “cumula- 
tive” indexes associated with his 
name. 


Another unusual contribution is 
the “service basis” method of charge, 
which not only made possible the 
publications of hundreds of reference 
volumes, but made it financially pos- 
sible for libraries on six continents 
to own them. By this plan, each sub- 
scribing library pays in proportion to 
the use made of the service. Thanks 
to this carefully adjusted sliding 
scale of prices, the Wilson indexing 
services have been made generally 
available to small as well as large 
libraries in the United States and 
abroad, and are freely consulted by 
high school students as well as ad- 
vanced scholars. 


1 Miss Loizeaux is editor of the WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN. The above 
article is a condensation of material received from the Wilson Company. 
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Both the American Library Asso- 
ciation and the Special Libraries As- 
sociation paid special honor to him 
in 1948, on the fiftieth anniversary of 
his firm’s first publication, and in 
1950 he received the American Li- 
brary Association’s $500 Joseph W. 
Lippincott Award for Outstanding 
Achievement in Librarianship. In 
the same year the University of 
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Minnesota Press published an account 
of his achievements, John Lawler’s 
The H. W. Wilson Company: Half a 
Century of Bibliographic Publishing, 
with a foreword by E. W. McDiarmid, 
a past president of the American Li- 
brary Association, in which he said, 
“Wilson has played a vital... . part 
in nearly every scholarly activity of 
the past half century.” 


CATALOGING: HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
CENTRALIZE IT? 


By Frances Potter Neal 


The county and regional libraries 
need help with technical processes of 
cataloging and classification. The 
Arkansas Library Commission has 
purchased addressograph equipment 
in the hope that cards made for the 
headquarters catalog may be dupli- 
cated for the county and regional 
catalogs. 


In order to discuss plans for cen- 
tralized cataloging a series of group 
meetings of county and regional li- 
brarians was held in February and 
March. Librarians in county and 
regional libraries were invited to 
come to the Commission office in 
Little Rock. Thirty-three of thirty- 
six head librarians attended. In some 
cases the assistant librarian came, 
too. Another series of meetings is 
being planned for assistants in county 
and regional libraries to come to the 
Commission for a discussion of cat- 
aloging routines. A planning commit- 
tee composed of Miss Marcella Gri- 
der, instructor in library science, 
University of Arkansas; Miss Gladys 
Sachse, instructor in library science, 
Arkansas State Teachers College; 
Mrs. Hazel Deal, Washington County 
Library; Miss Elisabeth Huey, South- 
east Regional Library; Miss Florene 
Jordan, Columbia-Lafayette Regional 
Library; Miss Elizabeth Malone, 
Craighead County Library; and Miss 


Lucille Slater, Union County Library, 
met at the Arkansas Library Com- 
mission on Friday, February 19. 
Miss La Nell Compton, cataloger at 
the Commission, Mrs. Lorene Bryant, 
assistant cataloger, and Mrs. Tommie 
Dailey, clerical assistant in the cata- 
loging department, explained how 
catalog cards, book pockets and book 
cards can be made with addresso- 
graph equipment. Members of the 
committee offered suggestions about 
the type of card which they consid- 
ered necessary for county and region- 
al libraries. It was decided that each 
group would be asked the same ques- 
tions and that a questionnaire would 
be sent to all county and regional 
librarians as soon as possible after 
the final meeting. A unit card will 
be duplicated for all entries in card 
catalogs and shelf lists, since dupli- 
cation without alteration is manda- 
tory in the interest of saving time. 


Attending the meetings were: 


On February 26: Mrs. Mabel Phil- 
lips, Mrs. Nadean Lee, Miss Evalina 
Martin, Mrs. June McCutcheon, Mrs. 
Jack Edens, Miss Lucy Sanders, Miss 
Norah Martin and Miss Nina Turner 


On March 5: Mrs. Ann Veazey, 
Mrs. Charles Welch, Mrs. Graham 
Shannon, Miss Evelyn Simpson, Mrs. 
Brawner Mosley, Mrs. Clarice John- 
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son, Mrs. Hazel Prichard, Mrs. F. R. 
Young, Mrs. Earl Spencer, Miss 
Jackie Poe, Mrs. Terry Griffith and 
Miss Myrtle Deason. 


On March 12: Mrs. Dula Reid, Mrs. 
Jessie Bach, Mrs. Sunshine Yates, 
Miss Mary Sue Shepherd, Miss Wilma 
Ingram, Mrs. Inez Bishop, Mrs. Ev- 
elyn Griffiths, Mrs. Robbie Rowlett, 
Miss Frances Nix and Mr. E. H. 
Dahlke. 


Mrs. Lee Martin and Mrs. Merlin 
Moore, Commission board members, 
also attended some of the sessions. 


The Arkansas Library Commission 
hopes to be able to supply this cata- 
log card service to county and region- 
al libraries in the near future. A 
duplicate order sheet of books or- 
dered for the Arkansas Library Com- 
mission the first of each month will 
be sent to county and regional libra- 
rians. This will indicate that cards 
will be available for these titles. 
This will also enable librarians to 
know what titles are at the Arkansas 


NEWS 


AT THE THIRD ANNUAL MEET- 
ING of the Arkansas Student Libra- 
rians Association which met in Dan- 
ville on March 20, Miss Emilee Mill- 
sap was elected president. Other 
elected officers for 1954 include Miss 
Mary Lee McBride and Miss Barbara 
Wampler, both of Lake Village, vice- 
presidents; Miss Flora Nell Merren, 
Hot Springs, treasurer; Miss Wilma 
Hunt, Magnolia, and Miss Shirley 
Fowler, Fourche Valley, reporters; 
and Miss Rosie Marie Abel, Stuttgart, 
historian. Mrs. David McAllister of 
Russellville was keynote speaker. 


The Danville and Fourche Valley 
chapters of the student library asso- 
ciation were co-hostesses for the 
meeting. More than 250 persons at- 
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Library Commission and thus may 
avoid their duplication in libraries 
having little need for them. 


A duplicate shelf list of material 
in the Arkansas collection and the 
general reference collection at the 
Arkansas Library Commission is 
planned for distribution to county 
and regional libraries. A union shelf 
list of Arkansas materials available 
in all county and regional libraries 
is also planned. ; 


The Arkansas Library Commission 
wishes to encourage county and 
regional libraries to purchase current 
and/or popular material about Ark- 
ansas (with emphasis on their own 
particular locality. or region) and also 
material currently recommended in 
the reference field. These libraries 
are asked to leave the more scholarly 
and expensive material for purchase 
by the Arkansas Library Commission. 
County and regional libraries are 
urged to borrow this type of material 
from the Commission through inter- 
library loan. 


NOTES 


tended. Next year the association 
will meet in Pine Bluff. 


MISS FRANCES NIX, former li- 
brarian at Smackover High School, 
has been named librarian at the re- 
cently organized Public Library of 
Camden and Ouachita County. Miss 
Nix assumed her duties January 15. 


MRS. KATHERINE KEATHLEY, 
librarian, writes that her Danville 
High School Library Club has re 
ceived a Merit Award from SCHOL- 
ASTIC MAGAZINE for “our out- 
standing fair”. The article written 
about the fair by Gail Gateley, club 
president, and published in ARKAN- 
SAS LIBRARIES, contributed to 
their winning this award. 
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MISS PEARL WILLIAMSON has 
been recently officially reappointed 
to membership on the board of the 
Arkansas Library Commission. 


MRS. MERLIN MOORE, chairman 
of the Commission board and a mem- 
ber of the ALA Federal Relations 
Board, has been invited to lead a 
panel discussion on the program of 
the Trustees Section meeting, Tues- 
day, June 22, during the annual con- 
vention in Minneapolis. 


NOTICE!! 


Librarians, trustees and friends of 
the libraries in Arkansas are re- 
minded of a recent announcement 
about a luncheon which will be held 
in honor of Miss Constance Mitchell 
upon her retirement from active ser- 
vice on Saturday, May 1, 1954, at 
12:30 noon, Hotel Marion Ball Room, 
Little Rock. 


NEW COUNTY HISTORY 


Publication date of the book, His- 
torical Review of St. Francis County, 
was scheduled for March. Write to 
St. Francis County Historical Review, 
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% Times-Herald, Forrest City, Ark- 
ansas, for information as to price. 





As we go to press we receive from 
Miss Grace Upchurch, circulation li- 
brarian, University of Arkansas, this 
description of a student’s plight in—: 


THE LIBRARY 


In this here University of Arkansas 
Library, 

Books is ’bout all you can see, 

No matter where you look, 

But the ones you want has been took. 


There’s big ones, little ones, and middle 
size, too. 

There’s old ones, good ones, and some that 
are new, 

Some are fiction and some are true, 

Some are happy stories and some are blue. 


Up on the shelves they look so nice, 

The place is so clean I don’t even see two 
mice; 

But what’s strange to me and will always 
be, 

The books you want are in the bindery. 


Ed Attwood, 
Student, U. of Arkansas 
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WE SOLICIT YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 


Just clip and mail the coupon below: 


me 
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Miss Lucille Slater, Treasurer 
Arkansas Library Association 
Union County Library 

Union County Court House 


El Dorado, Arkansas 


Dear Miss Slater: 


Individual - - $2.00 [) 


Enclosed find payment for membership ee ‘an = 


(Please check one) 


in the Arkansas Library Association, 1954. 


Name . Library position 


Address ; _ si ae Date — 
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